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April 27, 2014     Acts 10:39–43  

  
39 

“We are witnesses of everything he did in the country of the Jews and in Jerusalem. They killed 

him by hanging him on a tree, 
40 

but God raised him from the dead on the third day and caused 

him to be seen. 
41 

He was not seen by all the people, but by witnesses whom God had already 

chosen—by us who ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead. 
42 

He commanded us to 

preach to the people and to testify that he is the one whom God appointed as judge of the living 

and the dead. 
43 

All the prophets testify about him that everyone who believes in him receives 

forgiveness of sins through his name.”   

 

Jesus is for REAL  

 

I.  Beware of realistic visions 

 

Most of you are probably familiar with the recent movie that came out called “Heaven is for REAL.”  

A boy named Colton Burpo allegedly had visions of heaven while he was nearly dead.  After he 

recovered he talked to his parents about people he never even knew or heard of before whom he had 

seen in heaven.  The conclusion of the book - by the title - is that Heaven really is for real because he 

really saw people in heaven and he really saw Jesus in heaven.   

 

I think one reason Christians are so attracted to these stories is because of how visual they are.  But 

there can be a danger in being too enamored with visions; when you are willing to swallow what they 

say no matter what they say.  There was one guy full of tattoos who led revivals in Florida; he would 

vividly talk about kicking old ladies in the head and bull rushing people to get the devil out of them.  

He was very entertaining and lively, but he also proved himself to be an adulterer and a liar.  In a more 

mild form of vision speaking preachers will say, “God has laid it on my heart; I have been given this 

vision from God.”  They call it “vision casting” where God supposedly tells them something new; with 

specific information on what they should be doing as a church; like building an expansion or starting a 

mission somewhere.   In reality they have no specific Word of God to back up what they are saying; 

but when they speak this way it makes them basically become infallible to their followers.  The visions 

lead away from God instead of to His actual Word.   

 

In today’s text God used visions to bring Cornelius and Peter together.  It wasn’t so they could sit 

around and talk about their visions.   Cornelius lived on the outskirts of the Promised Land.  He was a 

Gentile centurion who had followed and believed the Old Testament prophecies of the Christ.  After 

Christ had come and gone Cornelius had heard stories about what happened in Jerusalem and he 

wanted to know the truth.  Jesus used visions so that Cornelius could have a firsthand witness tell him 

what he actually saw in the real world.   
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II.  Be a realistic witness 

 

Witnesses are important in life.  When there is a murder, the police don’t want just rumors or what 

people think they heard.  They ask questions, “What did you actually see?  How did it happen?”  (By 

the way, that’s what makes the “witness” of the soldiers on Easter morning so unbelievable.  They 

claimed the disciples stole Jesus body WHILE THEY WERE ASLEEP.  Sleeping witnesses!  It doesn’t 

work in a court of law.) 

 

The Bible is full of such witness.  When the blind man was healed by Jesus, the Jewish Court called on 

his parents to witness that the man was actually blind.  When Job complained to God about the way He 

was running the world, God called on Job and asked him if he was there to witness the Creation of the 

world - if he really had any knowledge about how things should run.  God put Job onto trial and 

showed him that he had no capability of judging because he didn’t see what God saw.   

 

So we can see how God chose to use the WITNESS of Peter and six other men; who specifically talked 

about Christ and what Jesus actually did.  God used this witness to bring Cornelius and his Gentile 

friends to faith in the real Christ Jesus; not only the shadows of Him.  Notice also how Peter said that 

the witnesses were whom God had already chosen.  God had these specific witnesses in mind 

throughout the entire thing; He knew what He was going to use them for; and now they had their 

opportunity to witness.  It’s interesting to think about.  God puts you in specific places with specific 

people so that YOU witness to them as well.   

 

III.  Witness to the real Jesus 

 

Peter didn’t miss his opportunity.  Notice the testimony of Peter.   

We are witnesses of everything he (that’s Jesus) did in the country of the Jews and in 

Jerusalem. They killed him by hanging him on a tree, 
40 

but God raised him from the dead 

on the third day and caused him to be seen. 
41 

He was not seen by all the people, but by 

witnesses whom God had already chosen—by us who ate and drank with him after he rose 

from the dead.  

Think of the things that Jesus actually did.  He stilled storms.  He walked on water.  He chased out 

demons.  He healed blind people and lame people.  He raised the dead.  These are not bland and boring 

things.  They proved that He really was more than just a man.  He was God in the flesh.   

 

Peter said that they killed Jesus by “hanging him on a tree.”  Why does he do that?  Why doesn’t he 

say a cross?  Perhaps he is using the Old Testament imagery - the VISUALS of the Old Testament - to 

make the death of Christ very vivid to Cornelius.  If you think about it, the devil overcame humanity by 

a tree.  He used the Tree of Knowledge of Good and Evil to tempt Adam and Eve.  He used lying 

words and told them they’d be like God.  He told them they wouldn’t die.  So God, in answer to the 

devil and in mercy to humanity, used a different Tree; the Tree of the Cross; to overcome the devil.  

Here God showed how serious He was about the curse of death; as He hung His own Son on the Tree 
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to suffer that death and hell for the sins of humanity.   

 

It’s also interesting to note how Isaiah used a tree to refer to the Israelite race.  He prophesies in Isaiah 

11:1, “A shoot will come up from the stump of Jesse; from his roots a Branch will bear fruit.”  

God had chopped off the Israelites and cut them down for abandoning Him.  He sent them into two 

different captivities and left them for dead.  But from the tiny and unknown family of the virgin Mary 

God raised His Branch; the Branch who would die on the Tree of the cross.  

 

Trees produce fruit and shade. Trees were also used for shade; the Song of Songs portrays the lover as 

a shade tree in whom to take shelter in.   In heaven there was a Tree of Life that Adam and Eve were 

never able to eat from after they ate from the Tree of Knowledge.  Revelation pictures a Tree of Life 

growing and bearing 12 crops for every month of the year; with leaves of healing.  Jesus is that Tree 

who produces fruit.  The tree of the cross is not only a tree of death; but through its forgiveness we also 

receive life through faith.  When we are grafted into Him through baptism we too bear forth fruit.  So 

Peter’s use of the Tree might bring forth all kinds of imagery in our minds; Jesus is the One who 

produces fruit and shelter for us under the Tree of the cross.   

 

Think too about how Peter witnesses to the resurrection - how important that is!  Peter said that they 

actually ate and drank with Jesus after His resurrection.  Jesus appeared to his disciples and specifically 

ate fish in their presence to prove to them that He was not a ghost or a figment of their imagination.  

And how do we know Jesus was actually Jesus and not a twin?  He maintained his nail marks and the 

hole in His side as living proof.   Jesus really did rise from the dead.  The resurrection is real -  it’s not 

just a spiritual thing or an imaginary thing; the Christ is not just a concept.  He was and is real.   

 

IV.  Witness reality because the real Jesus is coming again 

 

All of this is spoken in light of Judgment Day to come. Peter said, He commanded us to preach to the 

people and to testify that he is the one whom God appointed as judge of the living and the dead.   

This same God who really took on flesh and died and rose from the dead is really coming back to judge 

the living in the dead.    

 

After the resurrection, God is still choosing people to witness, people like you.  You have read the 

witness of Peter.  You have been given the word clearly in your mind; knowing from the Scripture who 

Jesus is and what Jesus did.  (That’s why we still teach actual Bible stories in Sunday School.)  You 

have specific things to say to people; about why Jesus died and what His resurrection means.   

 

Jesus will raise you from the dead and look you in the eye.  He will either say to you, “Depart from me 

into hell” or “Come with me into heaven.”  God wants you to seriously consider this.  “How on earth 

can I stand before a holy God?  He’s seen what I’ve done.  I know what I’ve earned.”  You need to be 

prepared for this with the real fact; not just what you think; and so do all people.   
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Peter tells us how.  All the prophets testify about him that everyone who believes in him receives 

forgiveness of sins through his name.  Forgiveness does not mean that God just waves His hand and 

says, “Forget about it.  No big deal.”  Forgiveness means that God’s righteous hand came crashing 

down on Christ; smashed Him with His wrath; and then opened up to us and said, “Here.  It’s been paid 

for in full by Jesus.”   

 

You have a place you can stand and everyone else can too - under the cross in your baptism; behind the 

promise of His forgiveness in the Lord’s Supper; in God’s declaration that the world’s sins have been 

paid for in full at the cross.  Even were He to try and damn you to hell on Judgment Day; (which is an 

impossibility for those in Christ); in reality He couldn’t; not when He has promised you forgiveness in 

Christ.  This is His testimony; His Word; and He cannot lie.  He cannot disown Himself.   

 

The disciples had no earthly riches to gain through their testimony.  They had only prison and death 

and hatred from a majority of their fellow Jews.  If Jesus had deceived them and never rose from the 

dead, who would want to tell people that He did?  They would have been the first to call Him a fraud 

had they not seen Him after the resurrection.  But if the resurrection was real and if Judgment Day was 

real, then they would have been willing to risk their all; knowing that their sins were forgiven and 

heaven was theirs.  It was hope and forgiveness and faith in the reality of the resurrection that gave 

them the courage to witness to Christ.  That hope and forgiveness is no different for you. Should your 

courage to witness be any less?   

 

So many people today it seems want to focus on everything BUT the actual Bible.  They’ll go to watch 

Noah and the Son of God and gobble up Heaven is for Real.  They’ll follow one vision after another.  If 

these stories can give you an opportunity to talk about what the Bible actually says; to point people to 

the real Christ; then that is great!  But if you become dependent on them and they lead us away from 

Christ and away from the actual Word; then they do us no good at all.   

 

Heaven is for real.  But do you need a vision from a child to believe it?  A hundred visions of heaven 

and a thousand visions of Jesus Himself won’t get me to heaven.  What I need to see is that the real and 

historic Jesus died for my sins and rose from the dead; and I learn that from the Word.  Without that 

witness, all of the visions in the world will do us no good.   

 

If you want to talk about visions; then think about God’s vision for this world.  God’s vision for this 

world would know they are sinners and know what Christ actually did for them through His cross and 

resurrection.  God’s vision would also be that we - like Peter - would keep on proclaiming the real 

Jesus to the Cornelius’s of the world who are seeking the truth; so they too can see who the Living 

Messiah is; the real Jesus; repent of their sins; believe and be saved.  Amen.   


